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from co-operative and other banks against the deposit of such certificate's,.
This should make it possible for the grower to hold his produce against
a favourable turn of prices.    In this connexion we would invite atten-
tion to the American system of licensed warehouses and the Egyptian
scheme of loans on the security of cotton to assist the small producer.
The reports of the various provincial Banking Enquiry Committees have
much to say on the question of the applicability of these two schemes
to Indian conditions and express a variety of opinions as regards legis-
lation for licensing and otherwise controlling warehouses.    For example,,
the   Punjab   Committee   opine   that  such  warehouses   are   at  present
premature, but may be needed in time.1    The Bombay Committee on
the other hand recommend that licensed warehouses should be intro-
duced in a few important centres to begin with.2    The Central Banking-
Enquiry   Committee   make   several   useful   recommendations   in   this
connexion.    They suggest that the question of providing warehouses
by private agencies and licensing them,  and the provision of  capital
for their construction, should be taken up by provincial Governments,
their efforts being co-ordinated by the Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research.    The   problem   of   starting   railway   warehouses   should   be
undertaken by the Railway Board and the railways should be asked to
start experiments at selected centres.    Provincial Governments should
offer long-term loans at concessional rates of interest to  co-operative
societies to build godowns in centres which provide good markets.3    It
is gratifying that the Governments of Bombay and Madras have recently
commenced  the  grant  of such  loans  to  multi-purpose   societies  and
marketing societies.    It is generally believed that it would be premature-
to adopt the Egyptian Cotton Scheme, as its utility even in Egypt is
not established, and as it is not desirable to encourage the small culti-
vator under present conditions to hold up produce for a long period in
the hope of a rise.4
Another much-needed reform is the standardization of weights and
measures. This has been strongly emphasized by the Agricultural Com-
mission, the various provincial Banking Enquiry Committees and the
Central Banking Enquiry Committee. In this connexion attention may
be invited to the Central Provinces Weights and Measures of Capacities-
Act (1928) which lays down the units of weights and measures and em-
powers the Government to secure standardization by notifying areas for
the purposes of the Act. A similar Act came into force in the Bombay
Presidency in the year 1935. As recommended by the Ministers'"
Marketing Conference, a Standards of Weight Bill was passed by the
1 Report   of  the   Punjab   Banking  Enquiry   Committee,   par.   92.
~ Report  of the  Bombay  Banking  Enquiry   Committee,   par.   151.
8 See Report  of the   Central  Banking Enquiry   Committee,   pars.   279-82.
4 See  Reports  of   the   Punjab   Banking  Enquiry   Committee,   par.   93   and   of  the-
Central Provinces and Berar Banking Enquiry   Committee,  par.   1085.